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smile.  In my mind there was not the slightest anger or hatred for
the assailants.
On reflection, I feel that we fear death needlessly. I believe that
I have not known such fear for a long time now. And I have grown more
fearless after this incident. If I had pot regained consciousness, I would
not have felt the suffering that I went through later. We can tfms see
that there is suffering only as long as the soul is in intimate union with
the body. I became aware of the suffering only when the soul's
union with the body was restored.
No ONE TO BLAME
I do not blame anyone for the assault.1 Those who attacked me
would have at one time greeted me and welcomed me enthusiastically.
When they assaulted me, it was in the belief that I had done them
and the community harm. Some people thought I had sold the
community by having agreed to [the system of] finger-impressions [in
our compromise] with the Government. If that is what they thought,
is it surprising that they attacked me? If they had had some educa-
tion, they would, instead of assaulting me, have adopted other means
of venting their dislike of me. In either case, they would have had the
same reason. Experience tells me that some people know of only one
way of expressing disapproval. For them physical strength is the one
supreme thing. How then could I be angry? What point would there
be in having them prosecuted? My real duty consists in disproving
their charge against me. That will take time. Meanwhile, as is the
way of the world, people will persist in the methods of violence.
In this situation, the duty of the wise man is only to bear the suffer-
ing in patience. I think of myself as a wise person. I have therefore
no choice but to endure the suffering inflicted on me. My religion
teaches me to have no fear save of God. If I had any such fear, I
should be violating a divine command. Why then should I be afraid
of suffering? I therefore ask of God that I may remain fearless till
the last. I ask my well-wishers to say the same prayer.
NURSING
When I came to somewhat, I was taken to Mr. Gibson's office,
opposite which I had been attacked. I was attended to by Mr. Lew2 and
Mr. Gibson Junior. A doctor washed the wounds. They were thinking
of removing me to hospital Mr. Doke, a clergyman, who did a great
deal of work for us during the later stages [of our campaign], hurried
1 Gandhiji in fact wired to the Attorney-General to say that his assailants were not
guilty; vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Gh. XXII. The telegram itself, however, is
not available.
2 Yuk Lin Lew; Chinese Consul-General in the Transvaal; vide alsoVol. VI, p. 14.